
100 Years of a Little House on the Prairie
100 years ago there was no frame house on the Cape ranch. In this 1915 

photograph, looking north-west, we can see the “Soddy” on the right, the shed and 
windmill, and on the left, the roof of the barn. Starting in 1922, a new house was 
constructed. From this viewpoint, the frame house was placed in front of the windmill.

With their growing family (Robert and Mina Cape, Gladys, and Martin Cape 
[Robert’s father]), a larger and improved house was needed. The materials were ordered 
(possibly from Montgomery Wards or Sears) and delivered by rail. Wagon loads of pre-
cut materials were brought in the proper order for construction while the boxcars sat on 
a siding. Typically two boxcars were needed to ship all of the parts to build a complete 
home.

The house was ordered and construction started in 1922. It’s not known whether it
was completed in time for Martin Cape to be born there (January 1923), though I suspect
it was. With the lumber precut and numbered, it would not take long for Martin and 
Robert to assemble the pieces.

Through the years the house has been modified. More room was needed for the 
still growing family, so a basement was dug to provide three additional rooms. Indoor 
plumbing was added by turning the closet at the end of the kitchen into a bathroom. And 
the front porch was enclosed to make even another bedroom.

With all these additions, some bed sharing, and occasional placing of babies in 
dresser drawers, an entire generation of children were raised in this little house. 100 
years later, it is still a house full of memories.



A similar design:



The house and ranch in 1948:

The house and ranch in 1957:



The house and ranch in 1967:

The house in 1983:



The house in 1989:


